WATER – The Source of Life and of Conflict
Daniel Goldfarb, Jerusalem     ḥ Ḥ

“Whisky is for drinking; water is for fighting over.”  Mark Twain

1) Conflict from the Start    Abraham and Avimelech  Genesis 21:25                                            
	Then Abraham reproached Abimelech about a well that Abimelech’s servants had seized ().



2) Isaac and the Philistines   Genesis Chapter 26
	[bookmark: 13][bookmark: 14][bookmark: 15][bookmark: 16]12 Isaac sowed in that land (Gerar), and reaped a hundredfold that year; and the Lord blessed him. 13 He succeeded and prospered till he became very wealthy. 14 ..and the Philistines envied him. 15 The Philistines stopped up all the wells which Abraham’s servants had dug in Abraham’s time, and filled them with earth. 16 And Abimelech said unto Isaac: ‘Go from us; for thou art much mightier than we.’   17  So Isaac moved from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar…18 Isaac redug the wells his father Abraham had dug, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died…  19 But when Isaac’s servants dug a well of flowing water in the valley, 20 the herdsmen of Gerar claimed, “The water is ours!” So he named the well Esek  [contention]. 21 They dug another well, and they quarreled over it too, so he named it Sitnah [hostility]… 22 So he moved again and dug another well; but now they did not fight. So he called it Rehoboth, saying: ‘Now the Lord hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the land.’ 23 From there he moved to Beer-Sheva, and his servants dug a well there.



 3) The Special Quality of Water in Eretz Yisrael   Deuteronomy 11:10-11 
	כִּי הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר אַתָּה בָא שָׁמָּה לְרִשְׁתָּהּ לֹא כְאֶרֶץ מִצְרַיִם הִוא, אֲשֶׁר יְצָאתֶם מִשָּׁם, אֲשֶׁר תִּזְרַע אֶת זַרְעֲךָ וְהִשְׁקִיתָ בְרַגְלְךָ כְּגַן הַיָּרָק: וְהָאָרֶץ אֲשֶׁר אַתֶּם עֹבְרִים שָׁמָּה אֶרֶץ הָרִים וּבְקָעֹת, לִמְטַר הַשָּׁמַיִם תִּשְׁתֶּה מָּיִם:

	For the land which you are going to possess is unlike the land of Egypt you came from, where the grain you sowed was watered by your own labors [lit. feet], like a vegetable garden. 11 For the land into which you are about to cross over to is a land of hills and valleys, drinks water from the rain of heaven…



4) The Religious Significance of Rain in Israel Deuteeronomy 11:13-17 
	יג וְהָיָה אִם שָׁמֹעַ תִּשְׁמְעוּ אֶל מִצְוֹתַי אֲשֶׁר אָנֹכִי מְצַוֶּה אֶתְכֶם הַיּוֹם לְאַהֲבָה אֶת ה' אֱלֹהֵיכֶם וּלְעָבְדוֹ בְּכָל לְבַבְכֶם וּבְכָל נַפְשְׁכֶם... יד  וְנָתַתִּי מְטַר אַרְצְכֶם בְּעִתּוֹ, יוֹרֶה וּמַלְקוֹשׁ; וְאָסַפְתָּ דְגָנֶךָ, וְתִירֹשְׁךָ וְיִצְהָרֶךָ.
If you carefully obey all the commands.., and if you love the Lord your God and serve Him with all your heart and soul,, 14 then I will send the rains at the right time,--the early and late rains--so you can bring in your harvests of grain, wine, and oil.… 16 But be careful, lest you change heart and turn away from the LORD and serve and worship other gods. 17 And the Lord’s anger be kindled against you, and He will shut up the heavens so that there will be no rain [וְעָצַר אֶת-הַשָּׁמַיִם וְלֹא-יִהְיֶה מָטָר] and the ground will not yield its fruit; and you will perish quickly from the good land which the Lord is giving you.



5 The Three Keys God Holds Tal’ Ta’anit 2a - אמר ר' יוחנן ג' מפתחות בידו של הקב''ה
	R. Johanan said: The Holy One Blessed be He retains three keys which He will not give to anyone: the Key of Rain, the Key of Childbirth, and the Key of the Revival of the Dead. 



6) Rain at the Right Time – גשם בעתו: Prayers for Rain (Shemini Atseret) and Dew (Pesach, E”Y)
	Ḥazzan: For you the Lord our God, who makes the wind blow and the rain/dew to fall
	חזן - שָׁאַתָּה הוּא ה' אֱלהֵינוּ
מַשִּׁיב הָרוּחַ וּמורִיד הַגֶשֶׁם/הַטָּל : 

	For Blessing, and not for a Curse (Cong - Amen)
For Life, not for Death (Cong - Amen)
For Plenty, and not for Scarcity (Cong - Amen)
	לִבְרָכָה וְלא לִקְלָלָה. אמן: 
לְחַיִּים וְלא לַמָּוֶת. אמן: 
לְשובַע וְלא לְרָזון. אמן: 



7)  Ḥag Sukkot, The Water Festival   Mishna Rosh Hashana 1:2
	Four times a year the world is judged: 1) Pesach: on the grain...2) Shavuot: on the fruit trees...3) Rosh Hashana all creatures appear before God…4) Sukkot: judgment on Water.



8) The Seasonal Additins on Rain in the Siddur (in the Amidah/Shmona Esreh)
	אַתָּה גִּבּור לְעולָם ה', מְחַיֵּה מֵתִים אַתָּה רַב לְהושִׁיעַ:     Recalling rain in Blessing #2 (God’s Powers) 
            בקיץ (בארץ ישראל) - מורִיד הַטָּל:                        בחורף - מַשִּׁיב הָרוּחַ וּמורִיד הַגָּשֶּׁם:
                   In winter – make the wind blow and rain fall             In summer (in Israel) – make the dew fall
Requesting rain in #9   and give בָּרֵךְ עָלֵינוּ ה' אֱל'ּ אֶת הַשָּׁנָה הַזּאת וְאֶת כָּל מִינֵי תְבוּאָתָהּ לְטובָה וְתֵן 
                   בקיץ בְּרָכָה                        בחורף טַל וּמָטָר לִבְרָכָה
            (Winter – “dew and rain for a blessing”)            (Summer “blessing”)                      
If either insertion was omitted, one must start the “18” from the beginning. 



9) We Don’t Need (אנחנו לא צריכים) Shlomo Artzi 1970/1998  (Lyrics, Avi Koren)
	כבר יבשו עינינו מדמעות, 
ופינו כבר נותר אילם בלי קול. 
מה עוד נבקש, אמור מה עוד? 
כמעט ביקשנו לנו את הכל
	Our eyes are already dried out of tears,
And our mouth is now mute, voiceless.
What more can we ask for, tell us what more?
We already asked for almost everything.

	את הגשם תן רק בעיתו, 
ובאביב פזר לנו פרחים, 
ותן שיחזור שוב לביתו, 
יותר מזה אנחנו לא צריכים. 
	Give us rain when the time is right,
And in the spring, sprinkle flowers around us,
And let him return to his home,
We don't need more.



10) Conflict within the Beit HaMidrash  Talmud Sukka 48b
	Once a Sadducee poured the water libation on his feet; all the people pelted him with their ethrogs.



מים כסימן לתורה– 11) Water as a Symbol of Torah Talmud Baba Kama 82a 
	Mishna: Ezra ordained ten enactments (takanot)…(including) that the Torah be read [publicly] on Mondays and Thursdays; Gemara (giving the reason) For it was taught: 'And they went three days in the wilderness and found no water [Ex. 15:22], upon which the “[metaphoric] expounders” said: water means nothing but Torah [אין מים אלא תורה], meaning that if they go three days without Torah they immediately became exhausted, so Ezra made the enactment.  



12) Water in Jerusalem in Biblical Times – Hezekiah (reigned 715-686 BCE)
	2 Kings 20:20 As for the other events of Hezekiah's reign, all his achievements and how he made the pool and the tunnel by which he brought water into the city, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah?

	2 Chronicles 32:2-4 When Hezekiah saw that Sennacherib had come, intent on making war against Jerusalem, he consulted with his officers and warriors about stopping the flow of the springs outside the city, and they supported him. A large force was assembled to stop up all the springs and the wadi that flowed through the land, for otherwise, they thought, the king of Assyria would come and find water in abundance”



13) Rabbinical Stories about Rain
	Talmud Taanit 24a  Once Rab came to a certain place and decreed a fast but no rain fell. A fellow went to lead the (Mincha) prayer. When he recited, ‘He causes the wind to blow’, the wind blew; when he recited ‘He causes the rain to fall’, rain fell.  Thereupon Rab asked him, ‘What do you do [to deserve such merit]’?  The fellow replied: I am a teacher of small children. I teach the children of the poor as well as those of the rich; I take no fees from any who cannot afford to pay.  And if a youngster has trouble learning, I have a fishpond and I bribe/entice him with it to get him settled and calm until he’s ready to learn.

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Honi HaM’agel (Circle Drawer) Talmud Ta’anit 19a  (summary)
It is reported that, on one occasion, when God did not send rain well into the winter Honi drew a circle in the dust, stood inside it, and informed God that he would not move until it rained. When it began to drizzle, Honi told God that he was not satisfied and expected more rain; it then began to pour. He explained that he wanted a calm rain, of blessing and benefit, at which point the rain calmed to a normal rain. 
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